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ATHENS: Heavy flooding on the Greek island of Crete
damaged roads, flooded hundreds of homes, and swept
cars into the sea amid ongoing torrential rainfall.
Authorities Tuesday said the worst damage occurred east
of the island's capital, Iraklio, in small towns and villages

where schools were closed and residents were advised to
stay indoors.
In the worst-affected areas, some residents sought refuge
on the roofs of their homes as muddy water swept
through towns, dragging cars and debris.
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PROSECUTORS GET A NOD FROM
BARR TO PROBE ELECTION FRAUD

AGENCIES
Washington

Attorney General William Barr has
authorised federal prosecutors
across the US to pursue "substantial
allegations" of  voting irregularities
before the 2020 presidential election
is certified, despite little evidence of
fraud.

Barr's action comes days after De-
mocrat Joe Biden defeated President
Donald Trump and raises the
prospect that Trump will use the Jus-
tice Department to try to challenge
the outcome.

It gives prosecutors the ability to go
around longstanding Justice Depart-
ment policy that normally would pro-
hibit such overt actions before the
election is formally certified.

In response to Barr’s memo,
Richard Pilger, the director of  the US
Department of  Justice's Election
Crimes Branch, has resigned.

"Having familiarized myself  with
the new policy and its ramifications
... I must regretfully resign from my
role as Director of the Election
Crimes Branch," Pilger's letter read,
as quoted by Sputnik.

This development comes as Repub-
licans, led by in Donald Trump has
refused to accept win of  President-
elect Joe Biden, claiming widespread
"voter fraud." 

Amid Trump's refusal to concede,
Attorney General Barr has issued a
memorandum that authorized the

federal authorities to launch in-
quiries into credible accusations of
voting irregularities in the US presi-
dential election.

Barr said the claims should be in-
vestigated before the results of  the
election are made public.

Trump has not conceded the elec-
tion and is instead claiming without
evidence that there has been a wide-
spread, multi-state conspiracy by De-
mocrats to skew the vote tally in
Biden's favour.

Biden holds a sizable lead in multi-
ple battleground states and there has
been no indication of  enough im-
properly counted or illegally cast
votes that would shift the outcome.

In fact, election officials from both
political parties have publicly stated
the election went well, though there
have been minor issues that are typi-
cal in elections, including voting ma-
chines breaking and ballots that were
miscast and lost.

In a memo to US attorneys, ob-
tained by The Associated Press, Barr
wrote that investigations "may be
conducted if there are clear and ap-
parently-credible allegations of  ir-
regularities that, if  true, could poten-
tially impact the outcome of  a federal
election in an individual State." 

States have until December 8 to re-
solve election disputes, including re-
counts and court contests over the re-
sults. Members of  the Electoral Col-
lege meet December 14 to finalise the
outcome.

In response, Richard Pilger, head of DOJ election crimes unit, quits

LALIT K JHA
Washington

US President Donald
Trump on Monday ac-
cused the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and
Pfizer of  withholding the
announcement on COVID-
19 vaccine before elections
to prevent him from get-
ting a "vaccine win".

The US Food and Drug
Administration "and the
Democrats didn't want to
have me get a Vaccine
WIN, prior to the election,
so instead it came out five
days later - As I've said all
along!" Trump said in a
tweet.

Early in the day, pharma
major Pfizer announced
that its vaccine, as per pre-
liminary estimates, has
been found to be 90 per
cent effective in prevent-
ing COVID-19.

Pfizer said that the vac-
cine candidate was found
to be more than 90 per cent
effective in preventing
COVID-19 in participants
without evidence of  prior

SARS-CoV-2 infection in
the first interim efficacy
analysis. Analysis evaluat-
ed 94 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in trial partici-
pants, it said.

Trump alleged, "If  Joe
Biden were President, you
wouldn't have the Vaccine
for another four years, nor
would the @US_FDA have
ever approved it so quickly.
The bureaucracy would
have destroyed millions of
lives!" Previously, Trump

had said that he worked on
removing a large number
of  bureaucratic obstacles
to fast-track development
and approval of  a vaccine.

"As I have long said,
@Pfizer and the others
would only announce a
Vaccine after the Election,
because they didn't have
the courage to do it before.
Likewise, the @US_FDA
should have announced it
earlier, not for political
purposes, but for saving
lives!" he tweeted.

Earlier in the day, Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden said
the announcement prom-
ises the chance to change
that next year, but the
tasks before them now re-
main the same.

"I congratulate the bril-
liant women and men who
helped produce this break-
through and to give us
such cause for hope," he
said. "At the same time, it
is also important to under-
stand that the end of  the
battle against COVID-19 is
still months away," Biden
said.

Donald Trump 
accuses Pfizer

and FDA of 
stealing his 
‘vaccine win’

Trump alleged, “If Joe
Biden were President,

you wouldn't have
the Vaccine for

another four years,
nor would the

@US_FDA have ever
approved it so

quickly. The
bureaucracy would

have destroyed
millions of lives!”

Attorney General William Barr.

COVID nightmare: Europe ICUs reach full capacity
AGENCIES

Paris

In Italy lines of  ambulances
park outside hospitals await-
ing beds, and in France the
government coronavirus
tracking app prominently dis-
plays the intensive care capac-
ity taken up by COVID-19 pa-
tients: 92.5 per cent and rising.

In the ICU in Barcelona,
there is no end in sight for the
doctors and nurses who en-
dured this once already.

Intensive care is the last line

of  defence for severely ill
coronavirus patients and Eu-
rope is running out - of  beds
and the doctors and nurses to
staff  them.

In country after country, the
intensive care burden of
COVID-19 patients is nearing
and sometimes surpassing
levels seen at last spring's
peak.

Health officials, many advo-
cating a return to stricter
lockdowns, warn that adding
beds will do no good because
there aren't enough doctors

and nurses trained to staff
them.

In France, more than 7,000
health care workers have un-
dergone training since last
spring in intensive care tech-
niques. Nursing students, in-
terns, paramedics, all have
been drafted, according to
Health Minister Olivier Ver-
an.

"If  the mobilization is well
and truly there, it is not infi-
nite," he said last week, when
the ICU units were filled to 85
per cent capacity. "It is not

enough." Within days, it had
jumped another 7 percentage
points and he warned it would
continue to tick upward. And,
unlike in the first wave last
spring, the virus is now every-
where in France, making
transfers from one region to
another by high-speed train
less practical.

One hospital in the southern
city of  Marseille recently
wheeled in refrigerated rental
trucks ahead of  a feared rise
in ICU deaths there.

In Italy, Filippo Anelli, the

head of  the national doctors'
association, said at the cur-
rent infection rate, there soon
won't be enough physicians to
go around.

Recently in Naples, nurses
started checking on people as
they sat in cars outside emer-
gency rooms, waiting for
space to free up. Italy has a to-
tal of  11,000 ICU beds, but only
enough anesthesiologists for
5,000 patients, Anelli said.

As of  Monday, 2,849 ICU beds
were filled nationwide - up 100
from just the day before.


		2020-11-11T16:38:00+0530
	Rajendra Singh Rana




